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Commons after his maiden speech, the two men
were drawn irresistibly together. For Randolph
Churchill's son had a good deal in common with
the Welsh solicitor. Both of them had courage and
vitality; both were self-educated; and neither was
inclined to bow the head before orthodox opinion
or established dignitaries. Their enduring friend-
ship was a political event whose effects lasted for
a generation. When he crossed the House, Mr.
Churchill had taken his seat next to Lloyd George;
and now they worked together in the Cabinet. The
way was led by the Welsh Radical, who had just
been appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer and
was eager to direct the Government towards an
active social policy. Winston Churchill had to be
persuaded (and occasionally taught) about such
matters. Their proposals would cost money; and
they were apt in consequence to press for economies
in other fields. Naval expenditure was mounting,
as the Admiralty kept pace with Kaiser Wilhelm's
growing High Seas Fleet; and the two economists
fought a hard battle on the Navy Estimates of 1909.
For Lloyd George was not yet convinced of the
German menace; and Winston Churchill, who still
entertained a hope " that Sir Edward Grey will have
crowned his work at the Foreign Office by establish-
ing a better and kindlier feeling between the British
and the German peoples," waved his father's banner
of economy in energetic expositions to the Cabinet.
But they stopped short of resignation ; Mr. Asquith
exercised the arts of management; and the Admir-
alty got two more Dreadnoughts than it had asked for.
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